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COVID-19 6/24 Update  
 
Global 
Total cases – 9,323,932 
Total deaths – 479,215 
 
United States 
Total cases – 2,364,874 
Total deaths – 121,662 
Total # tests – 28,065,065 
 
Administration 

• National Institutes of Health Director Francis Collins says he has joined the White 

House coronavirus task force. 
o “I have joined that task force in the last three weeks,” Collins says Wednesday during 

the American Association of Cancer Research’s virtual meeting  

• The Labor Department plans to issue new guidance to answer employer questions about 

how wage-and-hour laws apply when reopening workplaces after Covid-19-related 

closures, while also bolstering enforcement by hiring new investigators. 

o Cheryl Stanton, administrator of DOL’s Wage and Hour Division, said she’d 

formally announce later this week openings for about 50 new WHD investigators. 

The hiring surge will complement the addition of 45 new investigators and 15 

technicians whose positions were announced in January; those new hires are 

being onboarded. 

o The Wage and Hour Division over the last few months has issued guidance on 

implementing a temporary paid sick and family leave law passed in March as part 

of the Families First Coronavirus Response Act. The agency’s advice on 

compliance with the FLSA and FMLA in relation to Covid-19 was issued in early 

March. 

• Federal Communications Commission Chairman Ajit Pai called on phone and 

broadband providers not to cut off customers for nonpayment after a pledge to maintain 

connections during the coronavirus pandemic expires June 30. 

o More than 780 providers including AT&T Inc., Verizon Communications Inc., T-

Mobile US Inc., Comcast Corp., and Cox Communications Inc. have joined the 

pledge that Pai announced in March. 

o Pai urged companies to extend payments so customers could catch up, and 

suggested that Congress provide funding to help ensure connections to broadband 

and telephone services. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/Q3PJUI6TTDS0
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/pandemic/ffcra-questions
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/flsa/pandemic
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/fmla/pandemic
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/Q7572EDWRGG0
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/Q7572EDWRGG0
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• NIH Director Francis Collins says he expects to know the answer in a few months 

about whether the presence of SARS-COV-2 antibodies protect someone against 

reinfection from the virus. 

o “We still don’t know whether having an antibody is associated with protection 

against the infection. We think that’s likely to be the case but there’s no rigorous 

data to prove that,” Collins says at American Association of Cancer Research 

event 

• Trump admin. plans to end federal support for Covid-19 testing sites on June 30, CNBC 

reports on air, citing NBC News.  
o The move is being touted as a way to put more emphasis on public-private partnerships, 

such as pharmacies: CNBC 
o NOTE: As of today, there are 13 federally supported testing sites in five states, seven of 

which are in Texas, which is seeing a spike in virus cases: CNBC 
o A spokesman for Republican Sen.Ted Cruz of Texas tells NBC that Cruz is urging the 

Trump admin. to extend the community testing sites in Texas: CNBC 

• “State governments cannot limit the right of out-of-state Americans to travel to their state 

unless doing so is substantially related to protecting the public safety,” Assistant 

Attorney General Eric Dreiband of the Civil Rights Division says in Justice 

Department statement. 
o DOJ “will continue to be especially vigilant of any infringement on the right to travel that 

unduly harms the ability of Americans to earn a living and support their families,” 
Dreiband says 

o NOTE: DOJ says on Tuesday filed a statement of interest in Hawaii federal court 

in support of a lawsuit filed by Nevada and California residents who own property 

in Hawaii challenging a measure by Hawaii Gov. David Ige that mandates a 14-

day self-quarantine for individuals entering Hawaii 

• Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin said following a Senate Republican luncheon 

yesterday that the next legislation to stimulate the virus-downtrodden economy will be 

more specific and focus on jobs. “We want to take our time and make sure we are 

thoughtful,” Mnuchin told reporters. Prior to the meeting, he said additional stimulus 

checks would be among the issues discussed,  

o Speaking later at a Bloomberg Invest Global virtual conference, Mnuchin said 

that the next stimulus being “seriously considered” could pass next month. “It’s 

something we’re very seriously considering,” Mnuchin said at the event. He said 

he expects the U.S. economy to exit recession by year’s end 

• Top U.S. health officials told lawmakers yesterday that they haven’t discussed the 

Covid-19 pandemic with Trump for more than two weeks, a period in which cases have 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB127820
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surged in some of the most populous states. A spike in infections in Texas, California, 

Florida and Arizona has ignited fear that hospitals could be overwhelmed and that some 

of the steps states have taken to re-open for business may need to be rolled back. Trump 

has blamed the wave of infections on testing and said at a rally in Oklahoma Saturday 

that he told his administration to rein in screening. 

• Trump’s chief of staff threatened to garnish federal coronavirus relief funding from a 

South Dakota Indian tribe if it didn’t remove roadblocks intended to limit the spread of 

the virus, according to a lawsuit. The Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe said the threat was one 

of several federal officials made after South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem (R) asked the 

president for help in getting rid of the checkpoints. 

o The tribe erected roadblocks on highways that pass through its reservation in early 

April when the coronavirus began spreading in South Dakota. Indian officers at 

the roadblocks ask travelers who are not simply passing through the reservation to 

fill out travel plans that provide contact information and detailed itineraries. The 

checkpoints have been effective, keeping the rate of infection “significantly” 

below that of South Dakota, and no one from the tribe has died from Covid-19 to 

date, the group said. 

• CFPB issues an interim final rule it says is aimed at helping borrowers “transition out of 

financial hardship” caused by the pandemic and making it easier for mortgage servicers 

to assist those consumers. 
o Read interim final rule  

• President Donald Trump has said he’s considering sending another round of economic 

stimulus payments in a rescue package that he expects will be released “over the next 

couple of weeks.” Stocks rose Tuesday on optimism for more stimulus. 

o The Trump administration has privately discussed a $1 trillion measure as a way 

to stimulate jobs growth after the Covid-19 pandemic. 

• The U.S. Transportation Department failed to coordinate a national aviation 

preparedness plan for communicable disease outbreaks that a federal watchdog 

recommended in 2015 during the Ebola outbreak, a government oversight agency said. 

o The lack of such a plan undermined the ability of public health and aviation 

officials to coordinate their response to the Covid-19 pandemic and provide 

consistent guidance to airlines and airports, according to the Government 

Accountability Office released Tuesday. 

• Anthony Fauci, the top U.S. infectious-disease expert, tells lawmakers “there is a 

reasonably good chance” that if a coronavirus vaccine is successfully developed then it 

will be available early next year. 

https://files.consumerfinance.gov/f/documents/cfpb_interim-final-rule_respa_covid-19-related-loss-mitigation-options.pdf
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o Fauci, speaking in a House Commerce Cmte hearing on the pandemic, says he’s 
“cautiously optimistic” there will be a Covid-19 vaccine 

o NOTE: A vaccine that can be distributed widely isn’t imminent, despite President 
Trump’s push for one by the end of the year, Fauci, CDC Dir. Robert Redfield, and FDA 
chief Stephen Hahn said earlier in prepared testimony. 

• Morehouse School of Medicine is picked for a $40m initiative aimed at fighting Covid-

19 among racial and ethnic minorities, as well as rural and other socially vulnerable 

communities, HHS Assistant Secretary for Health Brett Giroir tells lawmakers. 
o Morehouse will develop and implement a national, state and local network to deliver 

Covid-19 related information “to communities hardest hit by the pandemic,” Giroir says 
during House Commerce Cmte hearing on the Trump administration’s response to the 
pandemic 

• U.S. bank regulators are urging flexibility in instructing their examiners on how to 

assess Covid-19 pandemic’s impacts on financial system, according to Tuesday 

statement. 
o Federal Reserve and other agencies issue joint guidance for examiners, according to 

statement 
o Guidance asks that examiners “consider the unique, evolving, and potentially long-term 

nature of the issues confronting institutions due to the COVID-19 pandemic and to 
exercise appropriate flexibility in their supervisory response” 

o Coronavirus crisis has already led to “significant economic strain,” federal and state 
banking regulators say 

• Tax rebates, second round of stimulus checks are “on the table” for next virus relief 

program, President Trump’s top economic adviser Larry Kudlow tells reporters. 
o As the U.S. economy reopens, Kudlow says in Fox Business interview that he expects to 

see a “v-shaped boom” 
o Says he expects a healthy debate on next economic relief package after lawmakers 

return from planned July 4th recess 
o Kudlow tells reporters at the White House that his guess is that any tourism tax credit 

would target low-income individuals  

• The coronavirus isn’t taking a summer break judging from its persistent spread in the 

U.S. Sun Belt, according to Dr. Fauci. 

o Covid-19 cases continue to mount in warmer states including Florida, Texas and 

Arizona, Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and 

Infectious Diseases, said in an interview. “It doesn’t look like there’s any 

significant impact right now from the weather,” he said. 

• Trump said coronavirus testing makes the U.S. “look bad” but that they’re the right thing 

to do, and that he was mostly joking on Saturday in saying at his Oklahoma rally that he 

https://www.msm.edu/about_us/
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had asked his administration to slow down the diagnostics. The remark, he told the 

Christian Broadcasting Network, was “semi-tongue in cheek.”  

o House Majority Whip James Clyburn (D-S.C.), responding to the president’s 

Saturday remarks, asked Pence, HHS Secretary Alex Azar and Centers for 

Disease Control Director Robert Redfield if the White House has attempted to 

stymie virus testing efforts 

• Vice President Mike Pence told governors Monday that government health experts were 

worried that more young people are testing positive for the coronavirus around the 

country. 

o Pence’s comments, confirmed by someone who listened to the call, echoed 

concerns voiced by Texas Governor Greg Abbott, who signaled he may halt or 

reverse the state’s economic reopening if the Covid-19 contagion continues to 

expand at what he called an “unacceptable rate.” 

• U.S. public health agencies are readying for a flu season that will be complicated by the 

Covid-19 pandemic, which they don’t expect to be mitigated by a vaccine anytime soon. 

o Coronavirus activity is expected to “continue for some time” and it “could place a 

tremendous burden” on an already stretched health-care system if coupled with 

the influenza season that hits every fall, top officials such as Anthony Fauci, the 

head of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, are planning to 

warn House lawmakers today. 

o The testimony from Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Director 

Robert Redfield, Fauci and Food and Drug Administration Commissioner 

Stephen Hahn contrasts with rhetoric from President Donald Trump, who has 

pushed to move on from the virus despite almost 120,000 American deaths from 

Covid-19 and large rises in cases in some states as they re-open.  

• The Trump administration is racing to replenish the country's national supply 

stockpile, despite conflicting messaging from officials about the potential severity of a 

second wave of the virus. 

o Nearly half of states are reporting a rise in new cases and some continue to break 

records in their daily reported cases. Behind the scenes, officials are trying to 

execute on a newly envisioned Strategic National Stockpile, informally called 

"SNS 2.0," and restock the country's supply before a possible fall resurgence.   

o State officials are taking matters into their own hands and working on bolstering 

their own stockpiles, following the supply scramble that unfolded earlier this 

year.  

• Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 

Diseases, says "a safe and effective vaccine for SARS-CoV-2 will be essential to 
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stopping the spread of infection, reducing rates of morbidity and mortality, and 

preventing future outbreaks." 

o In his opening statement prepared for the House Energy and Commerce 

Committee and posted online, Fauci says NIAID is working with several partners 

— including Moderna and Rocky Mountain Laboratories — on a potential Covid-

19 vaccine. 

• The United States has performed nearly 22 million tests for Covid-19 since the 

pandemic began, says Admiral Brett Giroir, the assistant secretary for health at the 

US Department of Health and Human Services. 

o In his opening statement, prepared for his testimony before the House Energy and 

Commerce Committee and posted online, Giroir says the US is "now at a rate of 

between 400,000 and 500,000 tests per day, and this number will continue to 

increase." 

• Dr. Robert Redfield, director of the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, is 

expected to testify this morning that the agency "has developed a new laboratory test that 

checks for three viruses at the same time, two types of influenza viruses (A and B) and 

SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes Covid-19." 

• The US Food and Drug Administration is advising consumers not to use hand sanitizer products 
manufactured by Eskbiochem SA due to the potential presence of a toxic chemical. 

o The FDA has discovered methanol, a substance that can be toxic when absorbed 
through skin or ingested, in samples of Lavar Gel and CleanCare No Germ hand 
sanitizers, both produced by the Mexican company. 

o The US Food and Drug Administration said it has sent a warning letter to North 

Isle Wellness Center in New York and is advising consumers not to purchase 

products the company has misleadingly claimed work as a treatment for Covid-

19, according to an agency release sent out Monday. 
 
Capitol Hill 

• Top Democrats in the House and Senate are backing a measure that would prevent 

companies that moved their official headquarters offshore to avoid U.S. taxes from 

accessing coronavirus aid. 

o The legislation, scheduled to be released Wednesday, would block companies that 

engage in so-called corporate inversion transactions from participating in the 

Federal Reserve’s emergency lending programs. It would also block them from 

taking advantage of new tax breaks for business losses and interest payments. 

o The legislation would give companies the option to qualify for the relief money if 

they revert to a U.S. company, which would require them to retroactively be 

https://www.fda.gov/drugs/drug-safety-and-availability/fda-advises-consumers-not-use-hand-sanitizer-products-manufactured-eskbiochem
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QADP0CDWRGG3
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treated as a domestic corporation beginning in 2017, and pay back taxes and 

penalties for those years. 

o Still the legislation, which doesn’t yet have any Republican sponsors, could be a 

long-shot to be included in the next stimulus bill, which lawmakers are 

considering in July. 

• The coronavirus pandemic and the subsequent economic lockdown has exacerbated 

racial and financial inequality in the U.S., lawmakers say, but the debate over how to 

address the issue is settling into usual partisan disagreements. At a House Budget 

Committee hearing yesterday on health and wealth inequality, lawmakers disagreed 

over the future of expanded unemployment insurance, the broader outlook for the deficit 

and debt, the role of Medicaid, and even the importance of the shutdowns in response to 

the coronavirus  

o Ranking member Steve Womack (R-Ark.), who is also an appropriator, warned 

that the increasing cost of paying interest on the debt will eventually crowd out 

other discretionary investments 

o Rep. Jan Schakowsky (D-Ill.) called for legislation that would stop price 

gouging during the pandemic and guarantee a coronavirus vaccine is affordable, 

“and sometimes that may mean free,” she said.  

o Rep. Bill Johnson (R-Ohio) said deregulation will be the key going forward, 

pointing to the removal of some barriers to telehealth. 

o Rep. Dan Crenshaw (R-Texas) accused lawmakers of not wanting to solve 

problems, saying no Democrats would cosponsor a bill that would allow 

unemployment insurance beneficiaries to continue receiving payments 

temporarily after returning to work, to incentivize a reopening of the 

economy.  Rep. Dean Phillips (D-Minn.) is listed as the only cosponsor of 

Crenshaw’s bill (H.R. 7013). 

• Senate Judiciary Chairman Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) said he’ll move forward with a 

plan to let Americans sue the Chinese government over the coronavirus pandemic by 

amending a law that protects foreign countries from lawsuits in U.S. courts 

• Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin and Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell will 

testify before the House Financial Services Committee on June 30 

• More than 100 bipartisan members of U.S. Congress are asking for a lending facility to 

be set up in order to support struggling businesses with their real estate debt payments 

citing a letter to Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin and Fed Chairman Jerome Powell. 
o “Without a long-term relief plan in the face of an elongated crisis, CMBS borrowers 

could face a historic wave of foreclosures starting this fall, impacting local communities 
and destroying jobs for Americans across the country,” the lawmakers, led by Texas 
Representative Van Taylor, say 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB50623
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248958
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB51803
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB42640121
https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6831446790141378564
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• Rep. James Clyburn, the No. 3 House Democrat, asked Vice President Mike Pence and 

the heads of HHS Dept and CDC if the White House attempted to stymie virus testing 

efforts. 
o In a letter sent Monday Clyburn, chairman of a select subcmte to oversee coronavirus 

relief spending, asks for the recipients to release documents about testing and for 
information about any efforts by the Trump admin. to slow down testing 

o “No American should go untested because the President fears an accurate count of 
infections, and there is nothing ‘overblown’ about saving American lives,” the letter says 

• A group of Democratic senators is asking Federal Emergency Management Agency 

administrator Peter Gaynor whether the agency is shipping enough personal protective 

equipment to staff working at nursing homes, which are epicenters of coronavirus 

outbreaks in some states. 

o “Recent data show that approximately 40 percent of all COVID-19 deaths in the 

United States are residents or workers at nursing homes and other longterm care 

facilities,” Sens. Maggie Hassan, Elizabeth Warren, Bob Casey and Chuck 

Schumer wrote in a letter to Gaynor Tuesday. 
 
State/Local 

• Arizona, one of the Sun Belt states where infections are surging, broke its daily case 

record, adding nearly 3,600, according to tallies released Tuesday, bringing the total to 

58,179.  

• California Governor Gavin Newsom said a jump in cases and hospitalizations over the 

past two weeks is “sobering” and indicate the state is still in the first wave of the virus. 

He urged residents to take actions to mitigate the spread and reduce the likelihood of a 

return of stay-at-home orders. 

o “We don’t intend to do that, we don’t want to do that, but I want to make this 

clear: We are prepared to do that if we must,” Newsom said at a press briefing. 

“We have the capacity, individual and collective capacity, not to have to go in that 

direction by just being a little bit more thoughtful about how we go about our day-

to-day lives.” 

• New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy announced another slate of business will be allowed to 

reopen on July 2. 

o Museums, aquariums and indoor recreation facilities will be able to reopen at 

25% capacity, along with casinos. Indoor bowling alleys, batting cages, shooting 

ranges, and boardwalk arcades will also be allowed to reopen. 

o It does not include indoor entertainment venues including movie theaters, indoor 

venues, and night clubs. Gyms and fitness centers will remain closed but 

individualized fitness appointments are available.  

https://coronavirus.house.gov/sites/democrats.coronavirus.house.gov/files/2020-06-22.Clyburn%20to%20Task%20Force%20re%20Testing.pdf
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o Libraries will also be able to reopen at 25% of capacity. 

o Businesses will be required to implement heightened sanitary procedures and 

measures. Face coverings and masks will also be required. 

• Palm Beach County commissioners voted unanimously to institute a face mask 

requirement for the public in Florida’s third-most populous county. 

• Speaking from Orlando on Tuesday, Florida Governor DeSantis said he would continue 

to defer to local governments on mask rules, arguing that the nature the outbreak isn’t 

uniform across the large state. 

• Intensive-care unit capacity in Harris County, Texas -- home to Houston and the 

nation’s third-most populous county -- will be exhausted in 11 days, based on the two-

week average expansion rates. Surge beds will be full in 38 days, according to Harris 

County Judge Lina Hidalgo’s office. 

• New Jersey’s transmission rate is “beginning to creep up,” Governor Phil Murphy said 

Tuesday, just as the state begins to open after months on lockdown. 

o Murphy said intensive-care cases and ventilator use were also on the rise. The 

increases were for a single day, he said, but we “cannot have a one-day increase 

turn into a trend.” 

• In New York City, 4,136 restaurants have applied for and been immediately approved to 

operate outdoor dining on sidewalks and curbside parking spaces, Mayor Bill de Blasio 

said, as the city’s second phase of reopening entered its second day Tuesday. 

• Florida reported 103,506 Covid-19 cases on Tuesday, up 3.3% from a day earlier, 

compared with an average increase of 3.8% in the previous seven days. Deaths among 

Florida residents reached 3,237, an increase of 2%, the most on a percentage basis since 

June 5. 

o Seen on a rolling seven-day basis, Florida’s new cases reached 23,397, the highest 

ever. 
• As the number of coronavirus cases in Florida continue to spike, Broward County is taking 

stricter measures against businesses not complying with reopening guidelines and restrictions, 
according to a news release from the county.  

o On Wednesday, Broward County Administrator Bertha Henry issued Emergency Order 
20-18 which outlines penalties for establishments that fail to comply with emergency 
orders mandating sanitization, social distancing, facial coverings and other requirements 
intended to mitigate the spread of Covid-19.  

o Under the order, any establishment cited for operating in violation of any county 
emergency order shall immediately close for a minimum 24-hour period. 

o In addition, repeat violations will be presumed to be knowing violations and will be 
subject to stricter penalties, including a fine of up to $15,000.    

https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/24/us/florida-coronavirus-cases-surge/index.html
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• New York, New Jersey and Connecticut will require people traveling from states that 

have a high infection rate quarantine for 14 days. 
o New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced the travel advisory today alongside 

the governors of New Jersey and Connecticut. 

• Following Governor Cuomo’s announcement that New York will institute a 14-day 

quarantine alongside New Jersey and Connecticut for travelers from states with high 

Covid-19 rates, he said the state's latest coronavirus deaths are about "as low as it's 

ever been" and he called the figures "great news." 

• New York City beaches will be reopen for swimming starting on July 1, Mayor Bill de 

Blasio officially announced today, 

o Social distancing and face coverings, when social distancing is unavailable, will 

still be required on the beach. 

o Patrons will need to refrain from group activities. Beach chairs and blankets must 

be 10 feet apart. He noted lifeguards are being trained in preparation for the 

opening. 
• The Phoenix Police Department and the mayor’s office say that they will not enforce the city’s 

mandatory mask order at President Trump's rally — despite reports of non-compliance among 
attendees. 

• As the concern over coronavirus rises again in Washington state, Gov. Jay Inslee 

announced a new statewide rule to require people to wear masks starting Friday. 

o “Any facial covering that will cover the nose and mouth will do in this case,” 

Inslee said at a news conference Tuesday. 

o The requirement applies in any indoor public space, and also outdoors if social 

distancing cannot be maintained. 

• llinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker announced in a statement on Tuesday "guidelines that will 

allow K-12 schools, community colleges, and higher education institutions to safely 

resume in person instruction for the upcoming academic year." 

o The Illinois Emergency Management Agency will provide public K-12 districts 

with 2.5 million cloth face masks, according to the statement.  
• As Texas sees its highest numbers of positive tests and hospitalizations, Gov. Greg Abbott 

advised residents of the state to stay at home.  

o “The safest place for you is at your home,” Abbott told CNN affiliate KBTX 

News 3 today. 
o “Because the spread is so rapid right now, there’s never a reason for you to leave your 

home, unless you do need to go out,” Abbott added. 

• Amusement parks and water parks can open at 50% capacity in New Jersey on July 2, 

Gov. Phil Murphy announced on Tuesday, including the rides on boardwalks along the 

Jersey Shore. 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/21/us/us-coronavirus-sunday/index.html
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o Face coverings will be required for all staffs and attendees at the parks where 

practical. 

o Playgrounds will also be allowed to reopen on July 2. State officials will provide 

their timeline for the return of indoor recreation tomorrow, the governor said.  

• Gov. Asa Hutchinson said that Arkansas will not back off on testing during a news 

conference on Monday. 

o “We're expanding testing, but so are other states, expanding testing and the need 

for testing is continuing. And so, there's a pressure point there and I hope that that 

supply chain can, but it's been very steady, and it's been growing over the last 

couple of months and we just hope it will continue to do that with national 

leadership,” Hutchinson said. 
 
International 

• The European Union may decide to keep the door shut to Americans when the bloc 

eases controls on its external borders. 

o Diplomats from the 27-nation EU are scheduled to convene Wednesday to 

discuss the criteria for lifting a curb on non-essential travel to the bloc as of July 

1. One of the criteria up for discussion is “reciprocity,” which would mean U.S. 

citizens wouldn’t be allowed into the bloc starting next month because Europeans 

are still barred for health reasons from traveling to their country. 

o Europe is trying to revive domestic economies as the summer tourist season gets 

underway while guarding against a second wave of infections. The restrictions 

were introduced in mid-March for 30 days and extended three times through June 

as Europe battled to contain the coronavirus. 

• Details regarding the UK’s international travel agreements -- or so-called "air bridges" 

-- will be announced by next Monday, according to Transport Secretary Grant Shapps. 

o Speaking to the UK Parliament Transport Committee Wednesday, Shapps 

confirmed that “discussions were ongoing” and details on the measures would be 

announced to Parliament by June 29. 

o Air bridge agreements would allow UK travelers to visit certain European 

countries without having to quarantine on return. 

o Shapps said Britain wanted to put in place a system where the country avoided 

reinfection due to citizens going abroad or visitors from other countries entering 

the UK. 

• UK Business Secretary Alok Sharma has said that he hopes leisure facilities in England 

will reopen in July, if the country continues to meet the five tests used by the government 

to judge whether restrictions can be eased. 
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o A large swathe of England's economy will reopen from July 4, including pubs and 

restaurants. But gyms and pools continue to face restrictions. 

• Prime Minister Boris Johnson has announced that people across England will be able to 

go to restaurants and pubs, hair salons, museums and cinemas from July 4, in the most 

significant relaxation of restrictions since they were imposed three months ago. 

o "All hospitality indoors will be limited to table service, and our guidance will 

encourage minimal staff and limited contact," Johnson told the House of 

Commons on Tuesday. 
 
Other 

• Caesars Entertainment Corp. said it has been handing out $20 in gambling credit to 

guests wearing masks at five of its Las Vegas casinos. The players, who must be 

members of the company’s customer loyalty program, are chosen by casino staff 

wandering the floor. Some $7,500 was given to 375 players last weekend, the company 

said. Wynn Resorts Ltd. said it is also offering incentives to players wearing masks. 

o Nevada casinos reopened June 4 without a specific requirement that guests have 

facial coverings. Last week, the state’s Gaming Control Board began requiring 

masks for guests at table games, such as blackjack, if those tables don’t have 

plexiglass dividers to mitigate the spread of the virus. Casinos are also required to 

provide masks to guests on request. 

• The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts said it will cancel most 

previously announced performances and events through the end of the year, according to 

an emailed statement. 
o New programming working within the Mayor’s guidelines to be announced in July 
o Kennedy Center Honors has been moved to March 7, 2021, and will air on CBS at a later 

date 
• This year's New York City Marathon has been canceled because of coronavirus concerns, event 

organizers announced today. 
o The annual event, considered the world’s largest marathon, was scheduled for Nov. 1, 

but was called off "due to coronavirus-related health and safety concerns for runners, 
spectators, volunteers, staff, and the many partners and communities that support the 
event," the New York Road Runners announced today. 

• Greg Sankey, the commissioner of the Southeastern Conference (SEC), said that while 

he is expecting sports to resume in the fall, the data and the virus will guide what the 

season will look like. 
o "We're on a journey and my focus is preparing to play the season as scheduled, 

but the reality is the circumstances around the virus will guide us in that decision-

making," he told CNN on Tuesday. 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/24/us/new-york-city-marathon-covid-19-canceled-trnd/index.html
https://www.nyrr.org/media-center/press-release/20200624_2020-TCS-New-York-City-Marathon-Scheduled-for-November-1-Is-Canceled-Due-to-Coronavirus-Related-Health-and-Safety-Concerns


 
  

COVID-19 6/24 UPDATE 
 

• The drug maker Sanofi does not expect to begin human trials for one of its Covid-19 

vaccine candidates until September at the earliest, the company announced Tuesday. 

o The Phase 1/2 study will test a vaccine approach that Sanofi has used previously 

to produce an influenza vaccine. Development of the vaccine has been expedited 

with more than $30 million in funding from the Biomedical Advanced Research 

and Development Authority, a division of the US Department of Health and 

Human Services. 

o Sanofi said it hopes to have full approval of the vaccine by the first half of 2021 

and aims to produce 1 billion doses. The vaccine may require one or more booster 

doses, according to a presentation made to investors. 

• Parents have lost access to childcare services because of pandemic shutdowns and 

childcare providers have had to confront new costs and protocols to keep children and 

workers safe from the virus, experts told a House Ways and Means Committee hearing 

on Tuesday.  

o These challenges could worsen "childcare deserts" -- areas where there is not 

enough licensed childcare providers to serve a community, Rasheed Malik, a 

senior analyst for early childhood policy at the left-leaning Center for American 

Progress, told lawmakers during Tuesday’s hearing. 

• The world's top ranked men's tennis player Novak Djokovic has issued another statement 

hours after announcing that he had tested positive for Covid-19 after competing in the 

Adria Tour, a tennis event that he organized.  

o Djokovic's new statement follows the announcement that the remaining events on 

the Adria Tour have been canceled. 

• Mandatory face coverings, hygiene stations and health screenings are all included in 

newly-released guidelines for New York state's higher education institutions to 

reopen when the state reaches Phase Four. 

o The five-page plan released Monday included recommended best practices and 

mandatory steps. The mandatory requirements are broken up into five categories: 

Physical distancing, protective equipment, hygiene, cleaning and disinfection, 

communication and screening. 

• American Airlines Group Inc.’s pilots are calling on the U.S. government to pay for 

enough jetliner seats to enable social distancing during the coronavirus pandemic, saying 

the move would help support carriers through the worst collapse in industry history. 

o The estimated cost of the proposal would be about $1.9 billion a month for the 10 

largest U.S. carriers as they operate an average 40% of their normal flying 

capacity, the Allied Pilots Association said in a statement Wednesday. That would 

rise to $3.8 billion when the airlines reach 80% of normal schedules and decline 

as immunity to the virus rises, the union said. 

https://monumentadvocacy.sharepoint.com/sites/SharedDocument/Shared%20Documents/Clients%20-%20All/Client%20Resources/COVID/www.alliedpilots.org
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QCFOD9MB2SK0
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o The plan furthers calls to expand federal aid for devastated U.S. airlines, which 

already have received $25 billion for payroll costs and can borrow another $25 

billion from the Treasury Department. As the pandemic gutted demand, carriers 

slashed flying, parked or retired planes and encouraged workers to take leave or 

early retirement. Yet the risk looms of mass job losses when restrictions tied to 

the federal support expire after September. 

• The National Association of Manufacturers, an influential industry group, is launching 

an ad campaign to encourage mask-wearing among the public as businesses and states 

begin to re-open. The ad spot—which will run in states with a large manufacturing sector 

including Wisconsin, Michigan and Ohio—comes amid the increasing politicization of 

mask wearing, with Trump supporters often hostile to them. 

o “The virus is spreading in a significant way, and if it continues, that will lead to 

economic devastation the likes of which we have never seen before,” Jay 

Timmons, NAM’s chief executive, said in a statement. “If large groups of people 

refuse to wear masks, they are condemning their fellow citizens to long-term 

unemployment and our economy to disaster.”  

• The annual White House Correspondents’ Association dinner has been canceled due 

to Covid-19-related safety concerns, Jonathan Karl, the association’s president, said in a 

statement, Elizabeth Elkin reports. 

• School kids don’t appear to transmit the new coronavirus to peers or teachers, a French 

study found, weighing in on the crucial topic of children’s role in propagating Covid-19. 

o Scientists at Institut Pasteur studied 1,340 people in Crepy-en-Valois, a town 

northeast of Paris that suffered an outbreak in February and March, including 510 

students from six primary schools. They found three probable cases among kids 

that didn’t lead to more infections among other pupils or teachers. 

o The study confirms that children appear to show fewer telltale symptoms than 

adults and be less contagious, providing a justification for school reopenings in 

countries from Denmark to Switzerland. The researchers found that 61% of the 

parents of infected kids had the coronavirus, compared with about 7% of parents 

of healthy ones, suggesting it was the parents who had infected their offspring 

rather than the other way around. 

• The University of Michigan is withdrawing its offer to host the second presidential 

debate in October over coronavirus concerns, the Detroit Free Press reported Monday. 

o President Donald Trump and Democratic nominee Joe Biden were slated to face 

off in Ann Arbor on Oct. 15. The Free Press, which cited unnamed sources, said 

an official announcement would be released Tuesday. 
 
 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QCEB05T1UM13
https://www.pasteur.fr/en
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247469


 
  

COVID-19 6/24 UPDATE 
 
 


